
Kyung Hee University (KHU) 
has hit a painful turning point 
in student governance. An 
unprecedented election fraud 
case in the Seoul Campus Gen-
eral Student Association (GSA) 
has erased what looked like 
renewed student interest. On 
the Global Campus, student 
associations have increasingly 
shifted into Emergency Re-
sponse Committees (ERCs) be-
cause of low participation and 
a lack of candidates. Now, with 
both campuses’ GSAs operating 
under ERCs, the question is not 
simply who will fill leadership 
roles this semester. It is whether 
students can trust the process 
again.

A Brief Moment of Momentum
2026 was supposed to be 

different. While the Global 
Campus was heading toward 
multiple ERCs due to lack of 
candidates—including for the 

GSA—Seoul Campus looked 
promising. Just a year earlier, 
their election had been can-
celed for the same reason, and 
they had barely avoided an ERC 
through a March by-election. So 
having two candidate teams to 
run was a remarkable change.

That attention appeared 
to show up online, too. 
According to view counts 
on the University 
broadcast station 
V.O.U.’s YouTube 
livestreams, the 
previous year’s 
public hearing 
and vote count 
drew about 600 
and 200 views. 
This year, numbers rose to 
about 2,000 and 4,000. 

Then the momentum dis-
appeared. Vote counting was 
delayed because of suspected 
proxy voting by a campaign 
staff member. Through inves-
tigation, it was confirmed that 
the fraud was real, and the  
election results were invalidat-
ed. In principle, there should 
have been a revote, but it was 

not a possible option because 
of practical constraints. Both 
campuses ended up with ERCs 
anyway, and it is still unclear 
whether a March by-election 
will fix things.

Chance to Rebuild Trust
This is South Korea—a 

country the world watches 
for its mature democrat-

ic culture. And 
this happened 
at a university 
which represents 
l e a r n i n g  a n d 
intelligence. This 
scandal spread 
beyond KHU to 
various news out-

lets, which is deeply shameful.
This incident matters be-

cause student governance de-
pends on trust. Once that’s bro-
ken, it takes years to rebuild. 
The people who are responsi-
ble for this incident must real-
ize how one act of fraud could 
damage confidence in the en-
tire system.

However, it is also worth ask-
ing what systemic issues made 

this possible. Real oversight, 
clear consequences, and actual 
prevention measures should 
be established. The Central 
Election Management Com-
mittee (CEMC) did not conduct 
a revote, mentioning lack of 
time and budget. Neither did 
they offer solid solutions. The 
new CEMC running the March 
by-election needs to study what 
went wrong and build a system 
that actually prevents fraudu-
lent proxy voting.

What Students Can Do Next
The hardest truth is that in-

difference enables corruption. 
Fraud happened even with 
thousands of people watch-
ing online. Imagine what will 
happen when no one is paying 
attention. Student governance 
only works when everyone—
not just a few candidates—stays 
engaged. Voting matters, but it 
is not enough. Students need 
to monitor the process and ask 
questions continuously. 

This moment is disappoint-
ing, but it does not mean the 
end of student governance. 
It can be a chance for KHU to 
build a more mature and more 
democratic student communi-
ty. We cannot let the renewed 
energy students showed fade 
away. The by-election is not just 
about filling the vacancy; it is a 
chance to rebuild trust. 

Kyung Hee University (KHU) 
is set to introduce a new cam-
pus Space Management System 
this March, developed by the 
Facility Management Team. 
Based on the information on 
campus facilities, the system is 
expected to make reserving and 
managing campus spaces much 
easier. 

Introduction of the New 
Campus Space Manage-
ment System

The new campus Space 
Management System is a web-
based platform that allows us-
ers to view and manage cam-
pus spaces more efficiently by 
integrating space data from 
both campuses into a single 
database. 

Discussions about the intro-
duction of the system began 
in 2022, and practical design 
work started in late 2024. 

Over the past six months, 
the Facility Management Team 

has collected detailed informa-
tion on campus buildings and 
spaces, updated floor plans, 
and constructed the database 
infrastructure. The Facility 
Management Team explained, 
“The system is currently in its 
inspection phase, verifying 
whether actual space usage 
matches the data recorded in 
the system.”

In addition, new regulations 
related to the Space Manage-
ment System will be enacted.
Under these regulations, each 
user will be granted differ-
ent levels of access, ensuring 
convenient access to relevant 
spaces. 

Space Management System 
Expected to Enhance Cam-
pus Convenience

Through the introduction of 
the new Space Management 
System, the most noticeable 
change will be in the space res-
ervation process.

Because the previous res-
ervation system covered only 
certain campus spaces, stu-
dents often had to experience 
inconvenience of checking 

whether a desired facility 
was included in the system. 
In many cases, some spaces 
required separate reservation 
procedures through student 
associations or administrative 
offices, leading to confusion 
and inconvenience.

Park Hyun-soo, a student in 
the Dept. of English Language 
and Literature, shared his ex-
perience, “I wanted to reserve 
the World Seminar Room in 
the College of Humanities, but I 
could not find any information 
about it in the existing reserva-
tion system. Later, I found out 
that it wasn’t managed through 
the system and had to be re-
served separately through the 

college student association.”
The new Space Management 

System aims to resolve these 
issues by integrating all cam-
pus spaces into one unified 
platform. It will also provide 
real-time information on space 
availability. Students will be 
able to search for and reserve 
spaces in one place, as well as 
check available time slots in 
advance to plan their sched-
ules more efficiently.

Park Se-eun, a student in the 
Dept. of English Language and 
Literature, expressed expecta-
tion for the new system: “It will 
be much more convenient not 
having to search for where to 
reserve a facility. Being able to 
check the real-time availability 
within the system will also help 
with planning.”

Currently in its final prepa-
ration stage, the official im-
plementation of the system 
is scheduled in March. By en-
abling integrated management 
of all campus spaces and offer-
ing real-time usage informa-
tion, the University expects the 
system to enhance the overall 
quality of student life.
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